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It's an old idea that garnered renewed interest last week — market Hagerstown's downtown office space in metropolitan areas.

The idea was pushed by Marvin Lohr during a March 22 Hagerstown City Council meeting.

Lohr, a Hagerstown resident, told Mayor David S. Gysberts and the council that he came to the city when he was 57 years old to invest in 
downtown.

Now Lohr is 75 years old, and "downtown hasn't moved much," he said.

During a public input meeting, Lohr said that pop-up shops and the planned Hagerstown Cultural Trail are good attempts to attract more 
people downtown, but existing office space is a way to get more people to come permanently.

"So instead of getting a thousand people downtown every once in a while, why not have a thousand people or better downtown every 
day?" Lohr asked.

He suggested that local officials advertise downtown office space in the Washington, D.C., area. A packet could be put together 
promoting it, he said.

Businesses could "save hundreds of thousands" of dollars by paying rent for Hagerstown office space compared with Washington, Lohr 
said.

Employees of the businesses also would get better deals on houses here, Lohr said.

Councilman Donald F. Munson said he liked the approach, pointing out that Mike Fitzgerald succeeded with a similar idea.

Fitzgerald purchased the Grand Piano building at 20 W. West Washington St., and picked 10 title companies to promote it.

Now the building is full, Munson said.

After spending 30 years in Rockville, Md., Councilman Martin E. Brubaker said he always thought that there could be some "residue" that 
would end up here.

At one point, free land downtown was offered to developers, but there were no takers, said Brubaker, who noted that attempts similar to 
Lohr's idea have been tried previously.

"We need to keep trying. This area has a lot of advantages. It's often our own citizens that don't realize them," Brubaker said.
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